
Busch Gardens Tampa and 
Adventure Island Recycling 

Program



Recycling Program

 At Busch Gardens Tampa 
and Adventure Island, our 
attention to recycling 
efforts is a high priority.

 With a 40% recycling rate, 
we recycled almost 6 million 
pounds of waste in 2015. 

 Our efforts can be broken 
down into two categories: 
“in park” and behind the 
scenes.



Guest Involvement

 When SeaWorld Parks & 
Entertainment purchased 
BGT, they pushed the 
initiative to increase 
recycling.

 Coke is a major sponsor of 
BGT, and they provided 
several hundred recycling 
receptacles with both the 
Coke logo and the new 
SeaWorld Parks & 
Entertainment Logo.

 Instead of getting rid of our 
old receptacles , we were 
able to refurbish them with 
the new logo’s as well….. 
dramatically increasing the 
amount of recycling 
receptacles available to our 
guests. 



“In Park” Recycling Efforts

 Our guests have aided us in 
recycling 119,000 pounds of 
plastic and aluminum.

 Busch Gardens Tampa has 
reused building materials 
from our now defunct 
Gwazi roller coaster in 
building projects at our 
sister parks in Orlando.

 We provide the opportunity 
to reduce, reuse and recycle 
by selling reusable cups at 
many of our in-park 
restaurants.

 Out of the 271,000 reusable 
cups we sold, our guests 
refilled them 334,000 times-
saving 334,000 plastic cups 
from being used.



“In Park” Recycling Efforts

 All of our napkins say 
“made from 100% 
recycled material” to 
send the recycling 
initiative message to our 
guests.

 Paper bags are now used 
for all merchandise 
purchases, eliminating 
the use of plastic. 



“In Park” Recycling Efforts

 We have a designated 
location for our guests to 
recycle all park maps 
when they are leaving, 
along with a reminder to 
recycle on each map.



Cell Phone Recycling

 In celebration of world Earth Day, we 
communicated with our pass holders 
about our cell phone recycling program 
in the park.  Guests could donate 
recycled cellphones and receive one 
kangaroo or lorikeet feeding voucher 
in return.

 Collected 56 phones from guests and 
employees (131 in 3 years):
 about 1/3 from our ambassadors, 1/3 

from IT and 1/3 from guests

• Extended employee drive from 1 week 
to 2 weeks due to high demand 

• Cell phone recycling benefits wild 
gorillas

• 2016 – thanks to increased advertising, 
first year getting phones from guests



Outreach

 In 2014, collected over 
300 pounds of shopping 
bags to support the 
Proyecto Titi project, 
supported by the 
SWBGCF, that helps 
Cotton Top Tamarins in 
the wild

 We use the Busch Bulletin 
to reach employees 

 Press release, social 
media, and blog are used 
to reach our guests for 
special events such as our 
cell phone recycling 
program



Recycling Receptacles

 BGT has over 250 recycling 
receptacles in all guest areas, 
restaurants, parking lots, etc.  
Adventure Island has 29.

 The recycling receptacles are 
typically placed near regular 
trash cans. 

 Periodic announcements are 
played over the park intercom 
asking guests to use recycling 
containers.



Christmas Town Bottle Tree

www.youtube.com/watch?v=3FdPHCDAzvU

 During our Christmas Town 
special event, we partnered 
with artist Dale Wayne and 
Hillsborough County Public 
Schools in a conservation 
project where a tree was 
designed out  of recycled 
bottles. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3FdPHCDAzvU


Recycling Center

 Recycling receptacles are 
serviced during the day and 
the blue bags are placed in 
one of 12 trailers throughout 
our back areas.

 The trailers are then towed to 
our recycling center where 
the recyclables are “de-
bagged” into a 20 yard open-
top roll off.

 The City of Tampa Solid Waste 
Department transports the 
roll-off to the recycling center 
at Recycle America. 



Challenges

 We invested in additional 
labor to ensure we were 
able to debag our 
recyclable matter prior to 
sending to Recycle 
America for sorting.



Recycling Program Success

Recycled Material Quantities 2015 Weight (Lbs)

Manure: 3,340,160

Yard waste: 1,092,260

Baled Cardboard: 466,330

Pallets: 387,700

Mixed Scrap Metal (Ferris, Non Ferris) : 433,166

Commingle plastic, aluminum: 119,320

Waste Cooking Oil: 64,568

Lead Acid Batteries: 14,580

Electronics Waste: 13,892

Used Oil: 19,590

Tires: 8,440

Office Paper: 6,556

Paint Waste recycled: 742

Total Recycling: 5,967,304

Total Waste Disposed & Recycled 14,657,926

Recycling Rate 40.71%

 At Busch Gardens Tampa we 
recycle several other 
products such as cardboard, 
wooden pallets, scrap 
metal, and cooking oil.

 Busch Gardens Tampa and 
Adventure Island recycled 
over 100,000 lbs. of drink 
containers last year.



 Along with the “cultural change” and the increase of 
interest in recycling, we will continue to grow and add 
more recycling receptacles to the park.

 We are looking into zero “in park” waste one 
restaurant at a time. 

Future Initiatives 



Behind the Scenes

 Since 1995, one of our greatest behind-the scenes recycling 
efforts is composting.  

 With more than 12,000 animals on property, BGT recycles 
over 3 million pounds of manure yearly, which we use in our 
state certified composting site. 


