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Introduction
The School District of Palm Beach County has a longstanding commitment to sustainability. In
2009, our School Board adopted the District’s first “green” policy, Waste Reduction, Materials
Reuse and Recycling, which guides waste reduction and resource conservation throughout
District practices. We have since adopted five more policies that support and promote
sustainable practices throughout departments, schools and offices.
To further our go-green journey, the District’s Environmental & Conservation Services (ECS)
Department leads the School Sustainability initiative. This program provides resources to 186
schools interested in waste reduction & recycling, energy & water conservation and other green
practices that support a healthy school environment.
We recognize that school-based sustainability has the potential to impact not only our District’s
183,000 students, but also local residents and neighborhoods. It is this philosophy that has led
us to foster relationships with community members interested in greening our schools. Partners
such as: FAU Pine Jog Environmental Education Center, The Education Foundation of Palm
Beach County , The Carton Council, Keep Palm Beach County Beautiful, the Solid Waste
Authority of Palm Beach County, the City of West Palm Beach, the City of Boynton Beach, the
City of Lake Worth Beach, Palm Beach County’s Office of Resiliency, USGBC Center for Green
Schools and the Pollution Prevention Coalition of Palm Beach County have supported
sustainability in Palm Beach County Public Schools.
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District-wide Sustainability
Green practices are integrated into many policies
to ensure that we are lessening our impact on the
environment and promoting environmental
stewardship.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2.24 School Bus and Heavy Duty Diesel
Vehicle Idling Reduction
2.035 Wellness Promotion
6.14 Environmentally Preferable Purchasing
7.195 Indoor Air Quality
7.196 Energy and Water Use Conservation Use
7.1965 Energy Conservation Incentive Program
7.197 Waste Reduction, Materials reuse and
Recycling
Top-performing urban school district in Florida
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Our schools love to recycle!
Chole Lake Elementary
School Recycles!

Gove Elementary School Recycles!

Palm Springs Middle
School Recycles!

Forest Hill High Recycles!
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Palm Beach Central High Recycles!
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The School District of Palm Beach County has increased our recycling by
approximately 1,000 tons over the past 3 years. The following materials are recycled
District-wide:
• Paper
• Cardboard
• Plastic/aluminum, glass,
cartons)

•
•
•
•

Electronics
Textiles
Metal
Paint
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• Batteries
• Ink & Toner
Cartridges
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How Do We Support
Recycling?
• Environmental &
Conservation Services
Department Staff promotes
recycling awareness and
education through:
– On-site presentations
– Consultations with school
staff
– Posters and educational
resources
– Our e-newsletter, the Green
Scene

– Social media posts and ECS
website
– Community partnerships
– New and innovative
programming for schools
6
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Planet Protector Academy:
Zero Heroes Curriculum
•

•

•
•

Offered new in the 2018-2019 school
year, SDPBC is the first district in
Florida to partner with the Planet
Protector Academy, tying waste
reduction and recycling practices
with classroom instruction.
The Zero Heroes curriculum is for
grades 3-5, meets Sunshine State
Standards and is free for SDPBC
teachers
We had over 100 classes sign up to
use the program in the first year!
SDPBC is planning to partner again
with Planet Protector Academy in the
upcoming school year on a webinar
to help engage district teachers in
using the curriculum
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Providing Access to
Recycling Resources

•In the 2015-2016 school year, a Recycling Program Survey was distributed to 185
School Recycling Contacts in order to help the District identify recycling
challenges and solutions so that we can continue to uphold School Board Policy
7.197, Waste Reduction, Materials Reuse & Recycling.
• School Recycling Contacts are teachers, staff and school administrators
who have voluntarily accepted responsibility for championing their
school’s recycling initiatives.
•According to the survey, one of the biggest obstacles facing our school recycling
efforts was that schools need more access to bins, including user-friendly bins.
• The results prompted us to revamp our District’s approach to developing
a school-wide culture of sustainability and we focused on securing
funding for recycling bins.
•Our District already received paper collection boxes for paper recycling from
the Solid Waste Authority of Palm Beach County. Schools have the option to
order these bins free every year

In the 2017-2018 school year, we partnered
with Recycle Across America to start
labeling our recycling collection bins.
Whole Foods Marketplace donated 6,000 to
get us started. Standardized labels will help
us decrease contamination and increase
recycling awareness.
In the 2018-2019 school year,
we piloted a new rolling
recycling collection bin based
on feedback from schools and
their student-run environmental
clubs!

•Bins to collect commingled items (plastic, aluminum and glass) were
periodically purchased by way of District recycling rebate programs from textile
recycling, paper recycling and ink & toner recycling. We were also able to
purchase bins through a community partnership with Keep Palm Beach County
Beautiful, our local Keep America Beautiful affiliate. However, uncertain
funding sources made it difficult to satisfy the current demands of schools and
the growing need for District-wide sustainability programs. So, in 2017-2018 the
District approved a line item in the budget to fund sustainability programs. To
date, the following bins have been purchased by District Sustainability Funds:

6-gallon buckets
(For Elementary)
QTY: 1,050 bins purchased
All bins delivered.

28-quart desksides
(For Middle and High)
QTY: 1,200 bins purchased
All bins delivered.

28-quart desksides
32-gallon w/8” cut out lids
(For Recycle Across America
(For All)
pilot)
QTY: 165 bins purchased
QTY: 250 bins purchased
All bins delivered.
All bins delivered

SDPBC Green Grants— Classroom
mini-grants program:
Background:
•

The 2015-2016 Recycling Program Survey also indicated that schools
needed more guidance from the District, including resources to help
support their recycling programs. Green Grants, a classroom minigrants program, was created as a means to provide this support to
schools and uphold Board Policy 7.197 Waste Reduction, Materials
Reuse and Recycling.

Pilot year 2016-2017
•

Projects focused on recycling or reuse

•

Funded by the Education Foundation of Palm Beach County and the
District

•

Seven (7) schools each received $200

•

Results: Schools were able to increase recycling rates, improve student
participation in recycling activities and add new options to sort recyclables.

Year two (2) 2017-2018
•

Projects areas:
•

Outdoor and Environmental Education

•

Energy & Water Conservation

•

Green Purchasing/Fundraising

•

Waste Reduction & Recycling

•

Fully funded by the District

•

Fifteen (15) schools each received $200

•

Results: Recipients reported that students were able to practice leadership
skills while contributing to the development of a school-wide culture of
environmental awareness.

Top-performing urban school district in Florida

9

Green Champion
Program
• During the 2018-2019 school year,
Green Grants grew into what is
now known as the Green
Champion Program
• Green Champions are school staff
passionate
about
teaching
environmental
awareness
and have the leadership skills
needed to initiate sustainable
practices within their school
culture.
• Green Champions are eligible for
supplies that support schoolbased green initiatives and
environmental
education/classroom instruction
• Green Champions will work with
their Green Team to develop a
School Sustainability Plan, setting
goals in the following areas in
order to support our District
policies:
• Outdoor and Environmental
Education
• Energy
and
Water
Conservation
• 59 schools in the District were reached in the pilot year; each received
• Waste
Reduction
and
a $100 supply budget to order items supporting their green
Recycling
initiatives.
• Environmentally Preferable
• Green Purchasing, Outdoor & Environmental Education and Waste
Purchasing
Reduction & Recycling were the top 3 areas of school sustainability
• Healthy Schools
funded by the District’s Green Champion Program
• Apply for recognition

Snapshots:
Green Champion Sponsored
Projects

Indian Pines Elementary School
students work to beautify their
campus with eco-friendly mulch.

Students at Highland Elementary
School are Storm Drain Monitors to
keep pollution from entering our
waterways.

Dwight D. Eisenhower
Elementary School students
weigh trash to measure the
impact of their recycling
program.
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Students at Galaxy Elementary
School learn about energy
consumption with their new
kilowatt meter.
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Carton Recycling Initiative
•
•

•

•

In 2016-2017 SDPBC received a $5,000 grant
from the Carton Council of North America.
SDPBC piloted a carton recycling program in
seven (7) schools that were not currently
recycling cartons
• Baseline carton recycling count before
pilot: Zero (0)
• Total cartons collected for recycling
after pilot: 159,729 over a five month
period
The District created a “carton recycling
station” for each pilot school, making sure
schools received all the necessary materials
and training needed to implement the
recycling program
Results:
• Recycling participation increased an
average of 27% at pilot schools.
• 100% of schools included the pilot as an
additional “green” program for their
Green Schools Recognition Program
application.
• Further, the pilot program diverted an
average
of
33,544
pounds
of
landfill/incinerator trash.

Electronic Waste Recycling

Gaylord boxes are in every
school and ancillary facility

Pickups occur on-site

Electronic Waste (E-Waste) is a growing and
continual need for our District, since E-waste is
generated in every one of our 185 schools and over 20
ancillary departments.
• Since 2015, the District has secured an electronics
recycling facility that holds EPA and R2
certifications.
• Over 1 million pounds of E-waste has been
properly recycled or resold which has netted the
District $50,000 in three years.
The District’s E-waste program is successful due in
part, because it was developed with multiple units
including:
• Purchasing Department
• IT Department
• Facilities Services: Utilities Section
• Assets Management Department
• Environmental
&
Conservation
Services
Department
Education of the program occurs in a variety of
methods including District-wide bulletins, website,
presentations to School IT Techs and Media
Specialist, Custodians, and other audiences as
needed.
Proper end life management of electronics is the
responsibility of all employees and this program is
user friendly and the pickup of E-waste occurs at
13
each school/facility site.

Textile Recycling Partnership
•

•

•

85 schools and 2 ancillary facilities have
enrolled with District business partner,
Funraising Dollars.com, to recycle
textiles. Each participating site has its
own collection bin that is delivered to the
school or facility.
Participation is easy! Students, staff,
families and community members may
drop off items in the bin. Once the bin is
near full, the SMART bin technology
notifies the company and then the bin is
emptied.
By recycling, schools can earn 10 cents for
each pound of textiles collected. In one
school year, the schools earned over
$24,000!
Don Estridge High Tech Middle School’s
winning Submission for the “Bin It to Win It”
textile recycling contest in SY ‘17
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Paper Recycling
Fundraiser
•

•

•

The District has participated in a paper
recycling fundraiser for the past 12 years.
The fundraiser is open to all eligible
schools and currently provides a $5 a ton
rebate directly to the schools. Last school
year, SDPBC recycled 522 tons of paper!
To further incentivize paper recycling,
the District has partnered with our
vendor over the years to offer a contest to
the District’s top paper recyclers.
Schools are also provided with a “Paper
Recycling Scorecard,” which includes a
green rating to help schools understand
their environmental effort
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The Environmental & Conservation Services Department conducts waste and recycling audits throughout the school
year. Audits help to identify common items that cause contamination, which allows the District to target recycling
education accordingly. Further, audits highlight items that can potentially be reduced from the waste stream
altogether. For example, schools recycle thousands of plastic water bottles
and steps are now being taken to decrease
the need for single-use plastics
in schools.
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Waste Reduction
Our District is taking steps to reduce plastic waste!
•

As of 2018-2019, new construction schools will now be
outfitted with at least one water bottle refill station

•

The refill stations help students stay hydrated while
promoting reusable water bottles over single use plastic
bottles.

The District’s Wellness Promotion Taskforce Annual
Spotlight on Students showcased a high school
student who raised funds for two water refill stations
at Highland Elementary School, a Title 1 School
•

The project shows the potential waste reduction impact of
water refill stations in a school setting

•

Data showed a predicted daily decrease of plastic use
from six plastic water bottles a day to just 0.44

Environmental & Conservation
Services piloted several hundred
reusable water bottles as part of the
Green Champion program. We
have plans to purchase even more
for next school year!

Highland Elementary
Hydration: Clean and
Green
https://youtu.be/-9bWWPdYsGk
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Food Waste

• School
Food
Service
created a video to promote
sharing tables that reduce
food waste and encourage
sharing food on a peer
level:
https://vodcast.palmbeachs
chools.org/player/ROCF3
– SDPBC currently has 81
sites with a sharing
table.

•

SDPBC supports
and
promotes
composting
through
our
school
garden
program.
We
have developed
presentations
and a set of
guidelines
to
help schools.

•

Many of our schools
have their own food
waste
reduction
initiatives
–

The “Eat Your Food,
Don’t Throw it Away”
poster was created by
an art teacher at one of
our elementary
schools.

–

We promote this idea
to other schools in an
effort to reduce
cafeteria food waste

ECS
Department
provided training to
School Food Service
Cafeteria Managers on
school sustainability,
including composting
and eco-friendly lunch
tray options
18

Health and Wellness

School Food Service Health Fair

Wellness Champions

In 2006, the District adopted its first Wellness Promotion Policy. Since then, SDPBC has created the Wellness
Promotion Collaboration Team, who together, steer an educational forum that allows stakeholders to collaborate
on strategies that the District can use to promote health and wellness in support of our wellness policy. The
team is led by School Food Service and is made up of several departments across the District to ensure
wellness initiatives are shared with the intent to develop healthier minds and bodies in our students, staff and
the community as a whole. Several events are planned throughout the school year to promote wellness and
spotlight those making an impact on wellness. There are ten “Whole School, Whole Community, Whole Child”
components of the District’s wellness policy, which are as follows:

Wellness Promotion Taskforce Event

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Physical Education & Physical Activity
Nutrition Environment & Services
Counseling, Psychological & Social Services
Social & Emotional Climate
Health Education
Health Services
Employee Wellness
Physical Environment
Family Engagement
Community Involvement

The District’s Wellness Promotion Policy was revised and recently adopted by the
School Board of Palm Beach County in March of 2019. Updates included the
addition of the School Sustainability Plan to track initiatives, like recycling, and
assess the progress of where schools are in terms of greening school operations and
procedures.
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Energy & Water
Conservation
In an effort to control energy usage in
District facilities, SDPBC utilizes a
computerized Energy Management
System (EMS). EMS provides an The District’s Utilities Section
automated way of scheduling the air has launched a software
conditioning and lighting systems as program called School Dude,
well as monitoring the alarms on which includes and online
freezers and other equipment. A small dashboard to track all utilities
team of EMS Technicians operate the consumption data including:
water/sewer,
system,
inputting
schedules, electricity,
responding to customer inquiries and propane and natural gas.
troubleshooting system errors. To cut
SDPBC participates
energy usage, the District also
in
a
Broward
implements
automatic
computer
County
Public
shutdowns, summer & holiday
Schools initiative
shutdowns of buildings and turning called, How Low Can You Go Energy
off exterior lights at night.
Challenge. This tri-county program
challenges schools to reduce their energy
consumption.

From fiscal years 2008-2015, the
District reduced its energy usage by
22%, saving over $25 million

We had a record 39 schools participate in
the 2018-2019 school year, a 69% increase
from the year before. Our District's
commitment to facilities upgrades,
reduced an average of 10% and saved
$126,064 from the previous school year's
three-month contest period!
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“Kill-a-watt” pilot, a partnership with
City of West Palm Beach and Pollution
Prevention Coalition of PBC to increase
student
awareness
about
energy
consumption

Energy
conservation
stickers are
available free
to District
schools.

Adopt A Storm Drain Pilot

•

The Adopt a Storm Drain Pilot was a collaboration between the Pollution
Prevention Coalition of Palm Beach County, the District’s Environmental
& Conservation Services Department and the City of West Palm Beach’s
Mayor’s Office of Sustainability.

•

Goal: To raise awareness on preventing storm drain pollution

•

Students were engaged in a science lesson, which taught them about
water quality and the importance of protecting storm drains from litter,
chemicals and other pollutants.

•

Photo captions from top to bottom:

•

•

This project was made possible thanks to strong partnerships and
dedicated educators

•

Students received a background lesson on the role of storm drains

•

Students became “storm drain monitors” after labeling storm drains on
campus

•

Students participated in an enviroscape demonstration where they
simulated the pathways pollutants can take after a rainstorm

Environmental & Conservation Services has gone on to label storm
drains at six other schools through the Green Champion Program.

21

SDPBC has nine (9) wetland and upland preserve areas
located on school properties throughout Palm Beach County.
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BEFORE
FY 2019:
SWAPBC
Beautification Grant
•

ECS received an $8,000 grant
from
the
Solid
Waste
Authority of Palm Beach
County

•

SWA’s mission for the grant
is to provide a safer,
healthier
and
more
aesthetically
pleasing
environment for residents.

•

ECS targeted a goal to reduce
litter and ECS’ approved
project was to restore a
nature preserve at the East
Transportation Facility

AFTER
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Partnering for Professional
Development
•

•

The Learn Green Conference ran annually
from 2009-2015 as a partnership between
FAU Pine Jog Environmental Education
Center and the School District of Palm
Beach County.
•

Learn Green was a sharing of ideas
about how to green the day-to-day
operations and curriculum of
schools, with an emphasis on
practical and easy-to-implement
steps.

•

Teachers, administrators, parents,
students and community members
were encouraged to attend. Teachers
received professional development
credits.

In 2017, the conference transitioned to FAU
Pine Jog Environmental Center’s Learn
Green Institute, a series of workshops on
various green school topics.
•

Chief of Support Operations at the School District (2002-2013),
Joseph Sanches, speaks at the Learn Green Conference

The School District of Palm Beach
County now serves to support this
new venture in the role as a
presenter on school recycling
procedures and also how to green
school events.

Top-performing urban school district in Florida
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• From 2009-2017, the School District
has achieved LEED certification for
twelve (12) schools, according to
standards set by the United States
Green Building Council (USGBC).
Galaxy E3 Elementary School in
Boynton Beach, FL was the first
school in the state to earn LEED
Platinum status.
•

•
•

Green Building

The School District of Palm Beach
County has provided presentations to
LEED schools in order to help them
gain an understanding of what LEED
means and how to incorporate their
building’s certification into classroom
learning.

SDPBC currently has one school
certified by the Florida Green
Building Coalition.
Moving forward, the District plans
for all new construction to be built
to one of the green building system
standards recognized by the State of
Florida.
• Verde Elementary School is slated
to be the first big building project
under these new standards and
should be completed by August
2020.

The District partnered with Wisch and
Jackson, an HVAC controls and automation
contractor to run a website highlighting
green building features, recycling and
providing real-time data on LEED schools

*Recently LEED certified:
The Conservatory School at North Palm Beach (2015)
Gove Elementary (2016)
Glade View Elementary (2017)

http://apps.palmbeachschools.org/gs/
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U.S. Department of Education’s Green
Ribbon Award:
•

District Award: 2013

•

School Awards: Pine Jog Elementary
, 2012 and Gove Elementary, 2018

Florida Green School Network
•

2017-2018: Silver level

•

2016-2017: Gold level

•

2015-2016: Gold level

•

2014-2015

FAU Pine Jog Environmental Education
Center’s Green Schools Recognition
Program

Number of SDPBC Schools
Designated "Green"
By FAU PJEEC

SDPBC Green
Recognition

Green School Growth in District
Schools
76

84

88

2018

2019

61
40

48

46

46

50

2012

2013

2014

2015
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2010

2011

2016

2017

School Year
FAU Pine Jog Environmental Education Center’s Green Schools Recognition Program.
Schools are designated green when they have made strides in:

• Making school grounds enhancements that encourage the use of the grounds as a
learning environment and enhance the areas ecological integrity.
• Enhancing school sustainability through the conservation of energy and water and the
•
2008 : 22 SDPBC schools were
reduction of solid wastes.
designated Green
• Promoting healthy eating choices, physical fitness and social-emotional wellbeing
• Integrating curriculum that will prepare students to understand and act on current and
•
2019 : 88 SDPBC schools were
future environmental challenges facing South Florida.
designated Green
• Involvement with the community that fosters partnerships within the school building
2016 U.S. Green Building Council’s
and local organizations in an effort to create an awareness of environmental issues
Center for Green Schools District
between the school and the community.
•
Green practices reach staff and students school-wide,
Sustainability Award
through professional development and the creation of a
•
One of five Districts in the Nation to
school philosophy and culture that embraces sustainability.

receive award in 2016
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We communicate green news, including recycling updates, events and projects with nearly 500 green contacts
in our schools, departments and community organizations. This helps us connect with schools and partners as
well as puts a spotlight on sustainability in the District.

The Green Scene E-Newsletter
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Throughout the years, the School District of Palm Beach County has proven that green school practices
reinforce a positive and supportive school climate. A sustainable school culture creates a sense of camaraderie
and instills the importance of giving back to the community while being good stewards of the environment. We
value environmental stewardship therefore green initiatives are front and center across our schools. As a leader
in school sustainability, we continue to look for innovative programs and partnerships to expand and improve
upon our waste reduction and recycling initiatives. In addition, our focus on health and wellness, energy and
water conservation, environmentally preferable purchasing and outdoor and environmental education are
integral to our success.
Perhaps most of all, our School Sustainability goal is to support teachers, students and administrators in their
efforts to make the planet a better place.

Butterfly Garden
Boynton Beach High School

Recycling Club
Conniston Middle School

School Garden
Barton Elementary School
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