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What is a Community Fridge?
Simply put, it is a refrigerator used to share food at the neighborhood level.
In practice, it provides much more. The Community Fridge movement aims
to reduce food waste, build stronger communities, encourage local artists
and promote equal access to healthy food.

There is a new pilot program in Indian River County called the Community Fridge Program. Simply put, it is a refrigerator placed
within the community used to share food at the neighborhood level. The motto is “Take what you need, Leave what you can”. The
purpose of the program is to reduce food waste, build stronger communities, encourage local artists and promote equal access to
healthy food. The Community Fridge is a place where anyone can come and pick up fresh food at any time, without judgment. The
Community Fridge concept works both ways: one way refers to the people the fridge supports and the other to those people who
ensure the fridge is full.

“Take What You Need, Leave What You Can”

DEAL WITH LIABILITY
or the perception of it

Additional Resources:
Food Recovery: Legal Guide University of Arkansas School of Law
Keeping Food Out of the Landfill:
Policy Ideas for States and Localities –
Harvard Food Law and Policy Clinic

• The Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Food Donation Act (Federal)

• FL Statute 768.136: Liability for canned or perishable food distributed free of charge (State)
• FL Department of Health Chapter 64E-11, Food Hygiene: Community Fridges do not fall
under the purview of the Department of Health. DOH codes are made for retail activities
not food sharing (Local)

Why Do We Need A Community Fridge?

FACT:
Every year we throw away
more than 100 billion pounds of food.

FACT:
In 2020 3.4 million people
were food insecure in the state of Florida.

FACT:
In the U.S.
it is estimated that 40%
of the food supply goes uneaten and wasted.

FACT:
In the wake of the pandemic,
1 in 4 children are estimated to be food insecure.

In the United States, it is estimated that 40% of the food supply goes
uneaten and wasted. Food waste makes up the largest percentage of
waste put into municipal landfills. Of greater concern, one in four
children are estimated to be food insecure. As a result, community
fridges are popping up all over the place. Locations include
neighboring counties like Miami-Dade, other states like Illinois and
New York, and many other countries including the UK, India and
Canada.

Success!

Click here for Local News
Coverage of Fellsmere Fridge

Take Away..
Be prepared!!!

Collaboration and
sponsorship is KEY!!!

“Food donation is not charity, but mutual aid.
In other words, solidarity, not charity.”
For more information contact:
Susan Flak
772 226-3206
sflak@ircgov.com

